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Ivanir dos Santos, director of the Brazilian Association in Defense of Street Children, told reporters
in Paris recently that 492 children were murdered last year in the state of Rio de Janeiro alone. He
said death squads have been killing children forced to live in the streets for years, but the number
of such incidents has escalated in the past two years. Dos Santos said he and other association
members have received death threats. On Oct. 22, Luciano Mendes de Almeida, head of the
Brazilian Bishops Conference (CNBB), told a congressional committee that police and gunmen
hired by businesspeople are murdering children. The bishop claimed that of 25 million children
living in abject poverty, 11 million inhabit the streets of the nation's large cities. Citing police
statistics, Mendes said 411 street children were killed on city streets in the first three months of 1991.
In 1990, he added, 1.5 million children and 6 million poor women were surgically sterilized. The
church leader called on members of congress to implement legislation providing housing, health
services and education to the nation's impoverished children. On Nov. 16, Rio de Janeiro Civil Police
commissioner Mario Azevedo told reporters that six boys aged 9 to 17 were tortured and killed
Nov. 14 in a poor neighborhood of Rio's Duque de Caxias suburb. The victims and another child
were attacked while drinking alcohol and sniffing shoemaker's glue. According to police statistics,
271 young people under age 18 were murdered in Rio de Janeiro over the first half of 1991. Rio de
Janeiro state juvenile court judge Liborni Siquiera told reporters that 8 million children live in the
streets of major cities. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 10/22/91, 11/16/91; Agence France-Presse,
10/23/91, 10/31/91, 11/16/91)
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